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New Members
Nick Anderson- 2007 911 Carrera 4S Cabriolet

Trevis Schuh- 2012 Cayenne S Hybrid
Jeremy Trettevik- 2006 911 Carrera S Cabriolet

Tranfers
No tranfers 

Anniversaries
Name     Years in Yos     Expires

Jack and Cathy Kuhn     35 years     2/28/17
Gregory Pyatt     16 years     2/28/17

Kimberly Stockdale     16 years     2/28/17
David Nilan     6 years     2/28/17

Mark Lange     18 years     3/31/17
Michael Miller     18 years     3/31/17

Steven Swanson     3 years     3/31/17
Joseph Kieta     1 year     3/31/17
James Mazza     1 year     3/31/17

Ricardo Poveda     1 year     3/31/17
Curtis Vick     1 year     3/31/17

Joshua Bigelow     1 year     3/31/17

     

Members          120
Affiliate Members          66

Total          186
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The Yosemite PCA board met on January 10, 2017 at the Pierce 
residence.  The meeting was called to order at 6:54 PM by club 
president, Chuck Pierce. Those in attendance were:  President- 
Chuck Pierce, Secretary Jennifer Pierce, Webmaster- Virginia 
Swanberg, Historian- Norm Swanberg, Newsletter Editor- Bracken 
Helmes and guest member Andrew Dalen.
The November minutes were approved, treasurer and membership 
reports submitted.  
Treasurer Report: Bank balance $7390.19
Membership Report: Current Membership Total: 187
Website Report: New website temporarily on hold due to search 
for a new designer.  The designer we had contracted with became 
gravely ill and is unable to complete the project.
Newsletter Report: All electronic now and it looks great!  Bracken 
will experiment with page layouts.
Historian: Norm is working on an article on 914 prices
Election for Secretary & Treasurer:  The results are in and the 
winners are Larry Watson for Treasurer and Jennifer Pierce for 
Secretary!  The board voted and approved the election results. 
Guest Speaker, Andrew Dalen, who is also a member of the 914 
World, spoke on the 914 West Coast Ramble (June 1-4, 2017). The 
event started in 2004 and consists of short drives, dinners, con-
cours, and rallies. Attendance at this event is usually 20-200 cars. 
He asked if we could help sponsor the event by proving insurance 
through PCA and with special interest group funding.  Once An-
drew completes the form, the board will submit it to PCA.  Andrew 
will build a flyer that shows Yosemite sponsorship and submit 
to the board. In turn, Jennifer will use it to apply for SIG money, 
Virginia  will put on the website, and Bracken will publish in the El 
Portal.  Chuck will also mention it in his PCA blog.
Drive: Don is working out the logistics for the Mt. Hamilton Ob-
servatory drive on April 15th. The lunch stop will be at the Grill at 
Poppy Ridge Golf Course.
Member of the Year: The board discussed and voted, via email, 
for a member of the year which will be announced at the Annual 
Dinner on January 29th
The meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM.
The next meeting is Tuesday Feb. 7, 2017 at 7 pm, at the Pierce’s






Asking prices of 356C’s, 66-67 912’s, and 1970-71 911T Coupe 
have been previously researched in Panoramas from various 
years.  The 1973-74 914 2.0 is now added.  The goal was to esti-
mate the appropriate price for a nice driver.  Not a just restored car 
and not a project.  Only the asking prices in Panorama were used, 
so the vehicles were not viewed.  Sales prices are probably some-
what less.  The indicated asking prices of these cars as of various 
years are shown below.

The 1973-74 914 2.0 was selected because there is a sufficient 
quantity of similar vehicles.  They had 2.0 liter engines and there 
was very little difference between the two years.  Earlier four 
cylinder 914’s had 1.7 liter engines.  In 1973 the 1.7 was still avail-
able but there was an optional 2.0. In 1974 and 1975 the 1.7 was 
replaced with a 1.8.  The optional 2.0’s were still available.  The 
last year of 914’s was 1976 and they were all 2.0’s.  The 1975 & 
76 914’s had more smog equipment and heavy impact bumpers.  
There were six cylinder 914’s in 1970-72 which are worth a lot 
more. 

356C PRICES
Percent increase in 10 years

 1975   $4,000   n/a
 1985   $7,000    75%
 1995   $13,000   86%
 2005   $30,000   131%
 2015   $63,000   110%
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912 PRICES
Percent increase in 10 years

 1975   $4,000   n/a
 1985   $6,000   50%
 1995   $8,500   42%
 2005   $9,500   12%
 2015   $27,500   289%

911T PRICES
Percent increase in 10 years

 1975   $6,000   n/a
 1985   $8,000   33%
 1995   $9,000   13%
 2005   $15,000   67%
 2015   $60,000   300%
 2016       $70.000   17% 

73-74 914-2.0 PRICES
Percent increase in 10 years

 1975   $5,500   n/a
 1985   $6,000    9%
 1995   $6,500     8%
 2005   $8,000   23%
 2015   $15,000   88%
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When I heard about Porsche opening an “experience center” 
in Los Angles, duplicating the one in Atlanta at the Porsche NA 
headquarters, I mused that I would try and get down there for the 
“experience”.   Then, my wonderful wife gave me a birthday gift–
permission!  Permission to do it.  

The Porsche Experience Center, Los Angles (PECLA) facility has 
been in operation for about two months and sits at the intersec-
tion of  “the 405” and “the 110” in Carson.   The original plan was 
to wrap the trip to coincide with a road trip to SoCal, but that road 
trip didn’t happen.  So I got a Southwest “fly now” ticket to LA and 
UBER’ed from LAX to the PECLA.    Here is my story, and to be 
sure, the visit was EPIC.

The facility reflects that famous book on Porsche’s history – Ex-
cellence Was Expected – in every way.  The entrance sits at the 
middle of the building and opens to an expansive lobby, were fine 
and historic Porsches are displayed.  The inventory changes peri-
odically, but for January, the display ranged from the mundane, a 
GT3RS, to a 1958 (or so) Porsche 718 F2.  Also on display: a 917 
in full Gulf colors, a 959 from the Porsche Museum, and a hard-to-
get 911R and  918.   That’s a lot of Porsche eye candy to soak in 
while you are just waiting around!
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After checking in at the entry desk, the staff issued me a preprint-
ed ID badge with Porsche lanyard for the events I was registered 
for.  

To the right side of the lobby is a glass wall that looks onto the 
Porsche MortorSports, North America workshop.   Cars in the shop 
were in various states of renovation/servicing.   
Up front was a LMP2 RS Spyder, a 962 or two ( I can’t tell them 
apart), a few 911 based cup cars, a prototype with the engine bay 
removed.  

One interesting car was the Rothmans Paris-Dakar Ralley 911 with 
a very important reminder for the shop staff, warning them not to 
disturb the “original dirt” from 1985!
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Well, on to my “experience”.  
My first experience was a stint in the Simulator Lab.   The simulator 
is really just a big, totally involving video game.   I chose to “drive” 
Laguna Seca since I’ve driven LS off an on over the years.   You 
then choose your car, for me, a Cayman S.  

I quickly and ultimately came to the realization that mastering a 
track in a Sim is not that easy.  And for me, let’s just say that not 
being a millennial who grew up playing video games, I had a dif-
ficult time synchronizing what I was seeing on the screen, what I 
“knew” about the track and NOT feeling any movement sensations.  
I ended my stint being just close enough to the toilet down the hall 
to avoid a very unpleasant and messy Simulator and carpet!

After a light lunch at the Speedster Café (didn’t want to challenge 
my stomach any further), I met my driving coach, Dieter.  We 
discussed what my driving experience was and my goals for the 
day.  Then we headed to the car and my near two hour coaching 
session on the Driver Development Track.   Prices depend on the 
car you choose, ranging from a base Boxster/Cayman up to a GT3 
or 911 TurboS.   I chose a car that was best matched my 2015 
Cayman GTS – a new 718 Cayman S (with a 350 HP 2.5 liter, 4 
cylinder turbo motor, lightly optioned with PASM and PDK.)    

Dieter first did a couple reconnaissance laps on the 1.5 mile “track”, 
then we swapped seats, and my first “lesson”.   Dieter coached a 
driving position with the steering wheel much closer than I was 
accustomed to—not the arms out position like drivers in the ‘60’s!     
Then, off we went.  The “track” is somewhere between a (really 
big) autoX layout and a full road circuit.   It has some “high speed 
esses”, a couple short straight sections punctuated with tight turns 
and elevation changes, running clockwise, as shown by the dark 
arrows on the “red” course below. 

10



The emphasis was on getting the lines, feeling the car and getting 
into a corner’s rhythm.  We lapped for about 30 minutes.   To be 
honest, I’ve had a number of driving “instructors” when I started 
doing “track days” over the years.  But, Dieter was far and away the 
best.  He was able to verbally get me to feel what I should be doing 
and not just where I should the position car.    

Then we played around.   We did a PDK launch on the “high speed 
straight” – so I could say that I did get over 100 mph during the 
day.   The straight has a replica of the Carraciola-Karussell from 
the Nurburgring Nordschleife at one end – what a gas to “drop into” 
the corner’s banking – literally.  

Next, we went onto the various low friction (LF) modules on slick 
and wetted down pavement.   First, the spin inducing “kick plate” 
section where the road literally kicks the car’s rear into a spin and 
you are challenged to catch it on the concrete pad.   Dieter said 
that 20 mph on this surface was equivalent to 50 mph on dry road, 
and 25 mph was equivalent to 80 mph!   I was fast enough to 
catch the spins at 20, but spun out at 25.     

Then onto a similarly surfaced downhill section meant to simulate 
loosing traction on ice.    This started training on how to use the 
PSM on our cars and a somewhat counter intuitive use of throttle 
to push the car into massive PSM corrections.   Same with the 
exercise on the wet and polished skid pad circle.   With PSM on, I 
was able to “drift” the full 360 circle, using throttle corrections; with 
PSM turned off, I spun like a top.    This point was reinforced on 
the LF handling circuit, again, not for speed, but how to recover 
from a big drift/spin. 

Then back on the full circuit for more laps, using car control “feel-
ings” from the LF exercises with full throttle cornering on the circuit.  
It didn’t seem possible at first, but I was running the esses at 80 
mph by the end of the session.    Then again, it wasn’t “my” car.   

After more than 1hr and 45 minutes, we pulled in for the day.   Can 
you tell if I enjoyed the day?
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As a punctuation mark on the day, when I pulled in, I passed by 
a rather “special” 911 that just had been pushed out of the Motor-
Sports Garage area.    With permission, I took a couple photos, 
and can say that I actually touched the car before they loaded it 
on the transporter for its trip to Daytona.  It was the 2017 version of 
the 911 RSR.

I even got to take a nice look at the rear, which is dominated by a 
massive diffuser.   And with a closer look, you see only the rear of 
its PDK transmission, not a motor.   Yes, the new 911 is MID-EN-
GINED – just like “my Cayman” – well, sort of!

Yeah, EPIC !! 
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